
LICENSING COMMITTEE

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON THE 27TH MARCH 2015

Present: Councillors P Tyson (Chairman); D Banks; M Docherty; F Gleaves;
R Heathcote; J Kane; R Salkeld; G Scurrah; P Stephenson and C 
Woodman.

Officer: Mr C Boyce, Legal Services Manager; Mrs L Coid, Health and Safety 
Inspector and Mrs J O’Reilly, Environmental Health Manager.

LC.17 Minutes of the meeting held on the 4th February 2015

The Minutes of the meeting held on the 4th February 2015 were signed 
by the Chairman as a correct record.

LC.18 Apologies for absence

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors A Faichney and 
P Whalley.

LC.19 Declarations of interests in agenda items

There were no declarations of interests in agenda items.

LC.20 Review of Statement of Licensing Policy 2015 - 2019

Further to Minute LC.16 (2014/2015) the Committee considered the 
responses which had been received to the statutory consultation on the 
proposed Statement of Licensing Policy 2015-2019 (‘the Policy’).  
Members were advised that 12 responses had been received the 
majority of which related to the proposed cumulative impact policy and 
late night restriction orders contained respectively at sections 6 and 7 
of the Policy.  

Superintendent Gary Slater, Sergeant John Farrer and P.C. Kenny 
McLeod attended on behalf of the Police to provide additional evidence 
requested by members at the meeting on the 4th February. Chris Pool, 
Jason Fisher and David Fletcher attended on behalf of the Business 
Against Crime Whitehaven Partnership (‘the Partnership’), the 
Partnership having previously been given permission to speak on the 
matter.

Members considered the representations relating to the statement 
generally first.  Members agreed with the proposals put forward by the 
Copeland Disability Forum, Moresby and Parton Parish Councils and 
the Council’s Environmental Health Department in respect on non-
cumulative impact policy matters.



Detailed consideration was then given to the responses received in 
respect of the proposed cumulative impact policy. The Police provided 
additional evidence to the Committee addressing various matters 
including the impact that the closure of Captain Sennys nightclub had 
had on the town centre by dispersing the disorder to Tangier Street, 
data relating to a comparison of crime and disorder rates between 
Whitehaven Town Centre and other parts of West Cumbria, the cost of 
alcohol statistics, surveys of commercial and residential premises and 
recent crime and community safety strategic assessments. The 
possibility of dispersal from Whitehaven to Workington was questioned 
and stated as unlikely. 

The Police took issue with some of the comments made in the 
representations received as part of the consultation particularly those 
received from the Partnership and questioned whether alternative 
proposals to reduce crime and disorder put forward by the Partnership 
would work.

Responses from the Department of Emergency Medicine at West 
Cumberland Hospital and the Cumbria Ambulance Service were 
emphasised by the Police in respect of the impact crime and disorder 
was having on those services. Superintendent Slater closed the 
Police’s representation by referring to the response from 
Brackenthwaite House and the reference to residents feeling ‘that they 
are living at the heart of a night time war zone’.

The response from Environmental Health in respect of noise, odour 
and litter in the Town Centre was noted.

The Committee noted the responses from Home Group, The Waverley 
Hotel and fifteen residents of Pears House as also being in support of 
the cumulative impact policy.

Members considered the Partnership’s submission and the comments 
made by Roc Bar, Shakers and the Paul Jones Tavern all being 
against the adoption of a cumulative impact policy. The Partnership 
emphasised that only a minority of people caused crime and disorder 
and that this minority was not being dealt with properly due to a 
breakdown in the relationship with the Police. The Partnership felt that 
the policy was a knee-jerk reaction to the statistics and that other 
options as listed by the Partnership should be considered and 
exhausted first.  They added that many of the statistics were licensees 
either calling the Police for assistance or them simply reporting crime 
and argued that it was unfair that these reports should now be used as 
part of the statistics to introduce a cumulative impact policy.

After consideration of the representations members felt that further 
consideration should be given to the options proposed by the 
Partnership and that steps should be taken to improve the relationship 
between the Partnership and the Police.  It was also noted that the new 



Whitehaven Town Council may wish to comment on the proposed 
cumulative impact policy.

After consideration of the matter it was

RESOLVED that:

(a) the responses which had been received to the consultation on 
the draft statement of licensing policy be noted;

(b) that the draft statement of licensing policy be amended to 
respect the suggestions made by the Copeland Disability 
Forum, Moresby and Parton Parish Councils and Environmental 
Health (Copeland Borough Council) as detailed in paragraph 2.2 
of the report together with any necessary updating changes in 
consequence of the Anti-social Behaviour, Crime and Policing 
Act 2014;

(c) that the additional evidence submitted by the Police together 
with the 12 responses to the consultation be noted; and

(d) that the matter be deferred to the next meeting of the Licensing 
Committee so that consideration can be given to exploring the 
options put forward by the Partnership and to whether 
improvements can be made in partnership working between the 
Police, the Partnership and the Council.

The meeting closed at 12.45pm.

Chairman ………………………………….

Date approved ……………………………


